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enough. Women throughout the ages have depended in
the main on the support of men. Each woman has
needed to have a man for her supporter, and the sexual
attraction which Nature has given her, backed by social
sanctions, has been the means whereby she has obtained
support throughout the whole of her life and not merely
in her youth. It follows that a woman who gives herself
to a man and becomes a mother without securing from
him the life-support so essential for the general body of
women, seems to do an injury to that general body, even
if she does a benefit to herself. The public opinion of
women, based upon the experience of all past generations,
is turned against the offender, and it would take a very
strong character indeed to face that opprobrium and to
be satisfied with motherhood, where motherhood and not
wifehood was her desire.

If throughout long ages women had been self-support-
ing and had been able to make their livelihood indepen-
dently of men, it is safe to assert that this attitude of the
whole sex toward the unmarried mother would never have
arisen; and it may be concluded that, now that women
are making themselves more and more self-supporting,
a change is likely to come slowly about in the feminine
attitude toward not the "weaker" but really the stronger
and more independent sister. Even in the past, women
of genius, great actresses, singers, artists, and the like, have
often set public opinion at defiance and have refused, and
successfully refused, to permit their right to motherhood
and wifehood to be defined and circumscribed by public
opinion; and public opinion, finding itself powerless
against the independent action of strong individuals, has
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